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46. Non-refoulement and detention of asvlum seekers

While welcoming the new legal framework aimed at strengthening
protection against refoulement, the Committee is concerned at the
reported delays to register asylum seekers, placing them at risk of being
deported. It also expresses concern at the difficulties to access the asylum
procedure faced by Turkish residents as well as Eritreans and South
Sudanese relocated from Israel, some of whom have reportedly been
forcibly expelled to neighboring countries. While acknowledging that the
State party has granted prima facie refugee status to over 80,000
Burundians, and noting the delegation’s denial of forced returns, the
Committee takes note with concern of information reported in the
media that more than 1,000 Burundians were forcibly expelled in May
2016. It is also concerned at information that in July 2017 several refugees
were attested at Mahama camp on the grounds of possession of drugs,

reportedly in disregard of their due process rights. The Committee is
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concerned that the arrested refugees could be at risk deportation. In light of
this information, the Committee regrets the State party’s failure to
provide information on the time-frames observed in the adjudication of
asylum claims and on the use of the judicial remedy to challenge the

deportations (art. 3).
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